Golden Go a
breakfast appeared and he was told to pack, an order which he
obeyed 'with all possible diligence'. At nine o'clock his door was
opened for the last time and with his luggage on his shoulder he
was taken to the hall with the green silk hangings and the huge
crucifix. Most of the convicted prisoners were already assembled
there. Some had received sentences of whipping, the hangman
having already carried them out. The Inquisitor appeared and
took his seat at the great table. 4We fell upon our knees to
receive his blessing, after we had kissed the ground near hisTeet,'
says Dellon.
The prisoners then were disposed of according to their sen-
tences. Numbers of them? it appears, were not Christians at all,
but Hindus or Mohammedans who had incurred the displeasure
of the Inquisition on one or other of the grounds we have pre-
viously noted. Of these some were ordered to leave Goa (a happy
sentence one would think, though if they were shopkeepers and
all their goods were confiscated, it may have meant ruin). Others
were condemned to hard labour in the Arsenal, and a few to the
local galleys. The Christians, both European and Asiatic, were to
go to a house in the town, there to undergo certain preliminary
instruction. Dellon, with his sentence of deportation to the galleys
of Portugal, was sent along with them. An Indian shouldered his
trunk for him, which was light enough, for though they had made
a careful inventory of his possessions on arrival, anything of value
had been confiscated.
It was January the 15th and he remained in the house for ten
days in semi-imprisonment until the ship on which he was to
embark for Portugal was ready to sail. It is interesting to note that
the Prior of the Dominicans at Daman, a monk with whom he had
actually been staying when he became involved with the persons
who informed against him, came to see him now, embraced him
tenderly, and wept at his disaster. This prior apparently considered
that he had been harshly treated, and had even interceded with
the Procurator of the Inquisition on his behalf at some period
during his imprisonment. But though a leading Dominican he
had no influence whatever with the Inquisitors. The tribunal had
absolute power to take action in defence of the Faith and not even
senior members of the Order with which, it was so closely con-
nected could hope to move it in favour of prisoners. The only
information vouchsafed to this kind monk when he went to see
the Procurator, also a Dominican, was that Dellon still lived.
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